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Founded 1865 by Rev. H. M. Tupper. D.D., a missionary of the American Baptist Home Mission Society. Named. 1875. in honor of Hon.

Elijah Shaw, Wales. Mass. Located near the ceoter of the city. Value of property, $225.000. Annual requirement for expenses, $40.000. 10 1907
students paid S2>.ooo. the Baptist Home Mi";on Society S8.500. the Slater Fund $2.500; the remaining $6.000 came from other funds. Charles
Francia Meserve. LL.D.• president since March, 11193.

of a building for a church and school. With his devoted
follower, he went day after day into the woods, felled the trees,
hewed the timber, and a embled the materials necessary for
th er ction of the combined church and choolhouse.

The work arew, and it was neccs ary to have larger accom
modation. The' property owned by the Hon. Daniel M.
Barringer ex-minister to Spain, was purchased. Dr. Tupper
went orth to interest friends, and succeeded in raising $8,000
- the purcha e price. or till amount, $5,000 was con
tributed by Elijah Shaw, and thu the institution bears his
nam .

A Thrilling Experience in the Early Days

Befor the:fir t buildings of Shaw University were erected,
Dr. Tupper and hi wife occupied a humble cabin, southeast of
the pre ent Shaw campu. During these early days there
\Va much bitternes , and hard feeling and the Ku-Klux were
more or Ie trouble orne. It was cu tomary for Mrs. Tupper
b fore 10 king the door for the night to put out the lights
o lhat no one could ee her. One night as she stood by the

door in the darkne s, he felt a paper under her feet. She
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Th r was no on t wcleom Dr. Tupper and hi bride.
and it wa' difficult to find ven a boarding place. He called
upon a I r minent ·Iepyman of hi own d nomination. who
advi d him t 0 back J rth to hi Yank fri nd , and who,
turnin t . Tupper. aid: ' I h pc, ,voun woman, you
hav brou ht a rt ncr u upply of handk r hi f with you,
f r you will rtainly n d th m."

Not Easily Discouraged by Their Welcome

Th y w· r not discouraged. however. b' thi w loom .
Dr. Tupper ag rly took up the work, ath rin th olored
pc pie in humbl· abin and 'om tim in grov , and in
struclin T th m in th Bible. He prea hed frequ ntly in th
cabins and olh r plae . and on D ('ember 1, 1 65, organiz d
a elas. in theology. Thi i lhe dat of th r al beginnina
of haw niv rsily. It i int re.ling to n te that om of th
mor. pr min nt and u ful mini te f th tat r iv d
their first training in thi lh 10 icaJ cl

Dr. Tupper oon 'aw the n' it)' of makin hi work mor
y temali . and enlar ing it. and thi n ce itated the er tion


